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   BIBLICAL TRUTH:  “Baptism in the Spirit” refers 
to what took place historically at Pentecost.   

  Charismatic Pneumatology (the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit) emphasizes the “experience” of the Holy
Spirit, but neglects the “doctrine.” Subjective “ex-
perience” must never be given precedence over objec-
tive truth. Erroneous doctrinal understanding of the 
Holy Spirit leads to erroneous experiences.   

  No doubt there is a lack of spiritual power in the 
contemporary “church,” but the teaching and  practice 
by Charismatics does not exemplify the Biblical 
 description of spiritual power. Many sincerely think 
they are experiencing the power of the Spirit; but how 
can they be sure, if they neglect doctrinal teaching on 
the whole counsel of God?   

  There are seven references to persons being bap-
tized “in the Holy Spirit”—Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; 
Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5; 11:16; I Corinthians 
12:13. The Greek preposition  en  is used in the  locative 
case in all except Mark 1:8, but there the locative case 
of the Holy Spirit determines the preposition to be 
used. The locative case makes the verse read “in the 
Holy Spirit” rather than “with the Holy Spirit,” which 
would be the instrumental case.   

  The first five references to baptism in the  Spirit 
point to Pentecost. Jesus Christ was the Baptizer,
and He has baptized in the Holy Spirit the assembly 
that He is building. All the references contain future 
tense verbs except John 1:33, which has a futuristic 
present participle. The verb “baptized” in reference 
to water (Acts 1:5a) is an aorist active indicative verb 
(point action past time), which makes that part of the
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verse history. However, the verb for “baptized,” in 
reference to the Spirit (Acts 1:5b), is future passive 
indicative. The passive voice means the subjects will 
be acted upon rather than participating in the  action. 
Hence, the “promise of the Father” in Acts 1:4 was an
unconditional promise. The fulfillment of the
predicted Pentecost was as sure as the fulfillment of 
Passover. Calvary was for all who were elected unto 
salvation, and Pentecost was for all who would con-
stitute the body of Christ. The promise was not only 
unconditional, but it was inclusive, passive, indica-
tive, and future.   

  After the Gentiles had experienced the baptism in
the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:15,16), Peter remembered
what Christ had said in His promise recorded in Acts 
1:5. Thus, the same inflected form of the verb is used
in Acts 11:16, which makes it point back to Pentecost.  

  The last verse that speaks of baptism in the Spirit
is I Corinthians 12:13. The controversy over this
verse arises from prejudice rather than Biblical in-
vestigation. Like Acts 11:16, it points back to Pen-
tecost.   

  Every regenerated person has been baptized in the 
Spirit, but not when he was born of God or when he 
was baptized in water as an ordinance. The tense of 
the verb “baptized” is aorist passive indicative, sig-
nifying that Paul spoke of the reality of a past action 
in which the recipients did not participate. Our bap-
tism in the Spirit at Pentecost (the fulfillment of the 
predicted “feast of Pentecost” of Leviticus 23:15-22) 
is understood in the same sense as our crucifixion in
Jesus Christ at Calvary. We were not crucified in 
Christ when we were regenerated but when He was
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crucified: “knowing this, that our old self was
crucified [same verb tense as I Cor. 12:13—aorist 
passive indicative] with Him ...” (Rom. 6:6 NASB). 
Both I Corinthians 12:13 and Romans 6:6 are to be 
understood legally rather than literally. Therefore,
the reality of both Calvary and Pentecost was not 
 dependent on the disciples’ obedience to God’s com-
mand any more than Christ’s second advent depends 
on our obedience to Him.   

  The one Pentecost had three parts, and they are
portrayed in Leviticus 23:22—(l) “ye,” (2) “corners of 
thy field,” and (3) “gleaning of thy harvest.” The Holy 
Spirit came upon the Jews (Acts 2) [corresponding 
with “ye”], the Samaritans (Acts 8) [corresponding 
with the “corners of thy field”], and the Gentiles (Acts 
10) [corresponding with the “gleaning of thy har-
vest”]. This truth is further established in the three
divisions of Acts 1:8—Jerusalem, Judea and
Samaria, and the uttermost part of the earth.   

  The conclusion of what has been given on the 
 baptism in the Holy Spirit can be stated concisely.
Persons made alive by the Holy Spirit subsequent to 
Pentecost are introduced into the already baptized 
body of Jesus Christ. If Charismatics are correct, the
promise of the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:4-5 would have 
been in the subjunctive mood (the mood of pos-
sibility), rather than the future indicative mood (the 
mood of future reality). Therefore, Pentecost was not 
a possibility but a reality. Pentecost merely describes 
the Holy Spirit’s coming to baptize the assembly in 
power.   
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   MAN-MADE DOCTRINE:  Physical healing is in
the atonement; therefore, sin and sickness have
passed from the Christian to Calvary.   

   BIBLICAL TRUTH:  The question of “physical heal-
ing,” like “the baptism in the Spirit,” must be
answered by the correct interpretation of its founda-
tional principle. It is true that every spiritual
deliverance comes from the redemptive work of  Jesus 
Christ at Calvary. However, we must not forget that 
this work not only covers our present deliverance
from the guilt and penalty of sin but also assures us
of the future kingdom of Christ. Hence, we must
conclude that the full blessings of Calvary are not yet 
realized and will not be until it can be said, “It is done” 
(Rev. 21:6). If we were now enjoying the full blessings
of accomplished redemption, we would be in the per-
fected kingdom. Present-day conditions do not cor-
respond with the conditions of the coming kingdom.   

  Christ’s redemptive work is absolutely perfect and 
complete Godward, but its complete application to
the elect has not been accomplished. The righteous-
ness of God (the fruit of Christ’s redemptive work) has
been applied by the Holy Spirit to the souls He has 
regenerated, but the redemption of our bodies awaits 
the resurrection. Therefore, Christians are groaning 
within themselves, “waiting eagerly [present middle 
participle] for our adoption as sons, the redemption
of our body” (Rom. 8:23 NASB). Although our  bodies 
are mortal and subject to death, we have respon-
sibilities regarding them (Rom. 12:1; I Cor. 9:27).   

  Christians are neither regenerated nor glorified 
gradually. Both are instantaneous. The Bible teaches 
that when redemption is applied to souls or bodies, it 
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is complete and forever. The Charismatics reach the
unavoidable conclusion that the salvation of one’s
soul is like the healing of his body, either of which he 
can have today and lose tomorrow.   

  God did not promise to save His people from but 
through sickness and death (II Cor. 4:16-18; Ps. 23:4).
If sickness is a part of the curse that has been
removed through the atonement, why are the curses 
of pain in childbearing, creation, and death not also 
removed? If healing of disease is in the atonement, as 
Charismatics claim, God must disapprove of the use 
of means other than that furnished by the redeeming 
work of Jesus Christ. Charismatics manifest incon-
sistency by talking about “faith healing” and “hospi-
tals.” Their inconsistency must be for the purpose of 
fleecing people in both areas.   

   MAN-MADE DOCTRINE:  There is no eschatologi-
cal kingdom.   

   BIBLICAL TRUTH:  Neither the prophets nor the 
apostles spiritualized away the final culmination of
human history into pure subjectivity. A literal
prophecy spiritualized is exegetical fraud. It makes 
as much sense to spiritualize Christ’s first advent as
His second advent. Amillennialism is a taunting 
dream, whereas a future kingdom with the Son of
Man on the throne is an energizing hope which
purifies the elect (Luke 1:32; I John 3:2,3).   

  The thoughts of God about the future are what we 
call prophecy. Therefore, when we study prophecy, we 
are studying the purpose of God. No one can study 
prophecy without returning to the beginning. This is 
the case in the study of Revelation, which is referred 
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to as “the prophecy” four times in the epilogue (Rev. 
22:6-21). God’s first thoughts are also His last, be-
cause He Himself is the first and the last.   

  Since God is carrying out His purpose according to
His unchanging will, when we come to the  conclusion 
to which “the prophecy” brings us, we are caused once
again to contemplate the beginning. Hence, the 
 beginning is now seen from the ending, as the ending 
was viewed from the beginning.   

  Prophetical time is controversial among men.
Those who deny a future kingdom say that certain 
words which are used in prophetical passages indi-
cate that “near” does not mean “distant,” “quickly”
does not mean “ages hence,” and “at hand” does not 
signify “afar.” They believe these terms are to be used 
in their obvious meaning. This may sound good to
natural reasoning, but surely the student of Scrip-
ture is cognizant that prophetic time is reserved by
God as specially pertaining to Himself. Therefore,
any reference to prophetic time, as to either its begin-
ning or ending, will be according to God’s own es-
timate of time. The answer is recorded in II Peter 
3:8—”But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, 
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day.”   

  Revelation is clearly stated to be prophecy of things
that are to be solemnly declared in the local as-
semblies (Rev. 22:16). Beware of those who give it any
other classification! Christ’s last words to the as-
semblies prove that the consummation of God’s pur-
pose is His personal coming to occupy the throne of
His father David. In His Divine capacity, Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God is reigning as the sovereign Lord, 
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but this reigning must not be confused with the reign 
of promise as the “Son of David,” the “Son of Man.” 
Christ’s reigning as the “Son of Man” is confined to 
the covenanted visible manifestation of the “Son of 
David” who is also the Son of God.   

  The “all power...in heaven and in earth” (Matt. 
28:18) given to Jesus Christ after His resurrection 
and glorification does not negate His open exercise of
that power in the future and His visible bringing of
all things into subjection. As the Son of Man, He shall 
reign in a form adapted to humanity. As the morning 
Star, Christ shall shine forth not through others but 
in His own personal effulgence.   

  The future kingdom of the Son of Man is the hope 
of the saints: “Looking [present middle participle of 
 prosdechomai , which means ‘to be looking for with 
great expectation’] for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). As to the future, the eye of
faith must look to the second advent of Christ for the 
complete realization of salvation. Christ’s first ad-
vent brought saving grace, but the second advent will 
consummate salvation. The first advent brought the 
earnest of the elect’s redemption, but the second will 
complete it in glory (Rom. 8:23). Although believers
have been “...translated [aorist active indicative of
 methistemi , which means ‘to transfer’] into the 
 kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13) judicially, they 
shall inherit the kingdom for which they have been 
preserved (I Cor. 15:50; II Tim. 4:18).   
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   Conclusion   

   T he supreme mission of the assembly of Jesus
Christ is to glorify God, but this may be done only 

as she earnestly contends “for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). Persons who 
surrender any truth the Scripture reveals are guilty
of a breach of allegiance to God. This once-for-all 
 objective faith must be defended in every  generation 
and preserved for the next. Sad to say, but we are 
 living in a time when the Bible means no more to most
“church members” than the work of Shakespeare to 
an infant.   

  Many “church members” make light of “divisive 
Biblical doctrines.” They call men of God who study 
and declare “the whole counsel of God” hair-splitters. 
Is any object more worthy of mental application than
the glory of the eternal God? While scientists are 
 applauded for scientific research that improves man’s 
physical life, men of God are criticized for Biblical 
research to improve man’s spiritual life. This makes 
no sense to Christians because they have been given 
a nature that cries, “O how love I thy law! it is my 
meditation all the day” (Ps. 119:97), and “...I will keep 
thy precepts with my whole heart” (Ps. 119:69).   

  The “institutional church” today believes in becom-
ing all things to all people in order that she might
increase her numbers and enrich her coffers. Hence,
her members build a theater for entertainment in-
stead of a house of worship. What did Christ do to
those who made His Father’s house a house of mer-
chandise (John 2:13-17)? Is there any wonder that
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Jesus Christ did not commit (imperfect active verb 
for “entrust”) Himself to them (John 2:24)? He knew 
their trust was not genuine.   

  God’s truth needs no man-made gimmicks to trick 
the sheep for whom Christ died; it needs only to be 
declared. Beware of “churches” and “preachers” who 
are always trying to come up with a new scheme to 
deceive the unwary! They have been brainwashed by
denominations to believe that “bigger is better.” This 
is Neo-Pythagoreanism. The Pythagoreans equated
reality with success. Hence, the “modern-day church”
boldly says, “Reach people regardless of the method.”   

  The assembly must be separated from the world in 
order to minister to it. Religionists presume to teach 
Christ His duty. They desire to win the approval of 
the world. Hence, when executing natural ambitions, 
religionists use the words of the Jews: “...shew thyself 
to the world” (John 7:4). Christ told them the world 
could not hate them because they were of it (John
7:7). Christians understand why modern-day religion 
and the world get along so well together.   

  The assembly is on a hunting expedition for
Christ’s sheep. Her message, which must be indis-
criminately proclaimed, is made discriminate in its 
application by the Spirit.      
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